[What is new in the epidemiology of lung cancer: non-smokers, women and the role of cannabis?].
Lung cancer is in France, like in other countries, the first cause of death by cancer in men. It has become the third one in women in a few years span. If smoking is the main cause of lung cancer, other causes have been quite neglected for years such as occupational risk mainly asbestos exposure. Lung cancer in non-smokers has increased during the last years. This may be a real increase or the consequence of ageing of the general population with increased incidence of lung cancer rather due to age than to tobacco. The considerable increase in women's incidence of lung cancer is partly due to the development of smoking habits since 1960 in France. The possibility of an increased suceptibility to tobacco smoke in women is biologically plausible but still very controversial. The role of cannabis smoke is also controversial since it is very difficult to isolate the effects of cannabis which is in the majority of cases smoked with tobacco. However, recent studies are in favor of an independent role of cannabis in the development of lung cancers.